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A Variation on Solomon

by Don Schmidt

Some time ago my devotional
reading was in Proverbs 7, and I
began to imagine what Solomon
might have written if he had lived at
the beginning of the Third
Millennium. With regular Internet
users in his family, maybe the
proverb would have read something
like this ...

A Father’s Counsel

(verses 7:1-5)

My son, if you want to experi-
ence a truly authentic life, then
let my instruction give direction
to every choice you will make.
3Let it give direction to what you
see on the Internet, and let it
guide your fingers as they ex-
plore for you this new world of
the Web.

+SRespect these words as if they
were a sister whom you love,
and they will keep you from the
digital pornography which has
been put there to entice and
seduce you.

An All-to-Common Story
(verses 7:6-9)

67For I have listened to the sto-
ries of men, and I have found
among them those who lack
understanding.

8] have talked with those who
have surfed the Web and taken
the URL which leads to Internet
pornography.

‘They have done this in the
privacy of their digital world,
seduced by a sense of false

security and the thought that no
one will ever know.

Easy Access

(verses 7:10-12)

1011aAnd there they encountered
a woman with the attire of a
harlot and wickedness in her
heart. She was bold and
pretentious, without concern for
what is right.

116-12] jjke the Black Widow, she
travels her digital world of the
Web, actively seeking men
wherever they are found. From
the marketplace to the living
room, she is never more than a
keystroke or download away—
always lurking, always available,
always inviting.

Her Brazen Invitation

(verses 7:13-20)

131550 she has caught many and
teased them with her sensuality.
With shamelessness she pro-
claims the “lawfulness” of her
conduct and suggests that it’s
“all about you.”

1617With that same shameless
licentiousness she designs her
website and spreads her beds
with all the trappings known to
arouse the lusts of men.

1820She invites all who will to
come and enjoy her pleasures
while no one is looking and their
choices can be clothed in the
seductive anonymity of an
Internet screen name.



The Painful Reality

(verses 7:21-23)

2With her enticing advertising
she has caused many to yield;
with hollow and empty plea-
sures she has led many astray.
2And many who visit her
website are about as clueless as
an ox being led to its slaughter, a
fool toying with the bondage of
addiction, and a spider who has
entered the deadly web of his
Black Widow.

#Until the morning comes and in
the pain of their emptiness they
realize that they have com-
promised their integrity and
sacrificed their character on the
altar of temporal pleasure.

The Father’s Final Plea

(verses 7:24-27)

%Now therefore, listen closely
my children, pay attention to
these truths which I have given
to you.

20h, please don't let your heart
be drawn after her sinful ways
and don’t allow yourself to stray
toward her Internet address.
%For many are the men she has
wounded in this way, and every
one destroyed by her once
thought that they were too
strong to be snared.

2’Make no mistake about this, her
website is the way to Hell, and
visiting there is like surfing its
Chamber of Death.

What Solomon Really Said
(Proverbs 7, NKJV)

But don’t take my word for it, read
the following counsel from God'’s
Word ...

My son, keep my words, and
treasure my commands within
you. 2Keep my commands and
live, and my law as the apple of
your eye. *Bind them on your
fingers; write them on the tablet
of your heart.

4Say to wisdom, “You are my sis-
ter,” and call understanding your
nearest kin, 5that they may keep
you from the immoral woman,
from the seductress who flatters
with her words.

¢For at the window of my house I
looked through my lattice, 7and
saw among the simple, I
perceived among the youths, a
young man devoid of
understanding, ®passing along
the street near her corner; and he
took the path to her house ‘%n the
twilight, in the evening, in the
black and dark night.

10And there a woman met him,
with the attire of a harlot, and a
crafty heart. 1'She was loud and
rebellious, her feet would not
stay at home. 12At times she was
outside, at times in the open
square, lurking at every corner.
13S0 she caught him and kissed
him; with an impudent face she
said to him: "] have peace offer-
ings with me; today I have paid
my vows. %So I came out to meet
you, diligently to seek your face,
and I have found you.

16] have spread my bed with
tapestry, colored coverings of
Egyptian linen. "I have
perfumed my bed with myrrh,
aloes, and cinnamon.

18Come, let us take our fill of love
until morning; let us delight our-
selves with love. For my
husband is not at home; he has
gone on a long journey; 2he has
taken a bag of money with him,
and will come home on the
appointed day.”

2'With her enticing speech she
caused him to yield, with her
flattering lips she seduced him.
2Immediately he went after her,
as an ox goes to the slaughter, or
as a fool to the correction of the
stocks, 23till an arrow struck his
liver. As a bird hastens to the
snare, he did not know it would
cost his life.

»Now therefore, listen to me, my
children; pay attention to the
words of my mouth: Do not let
your heart turn aside to her
ways, do not stray into her paths;
%for she has cast down many

wounded, and all who were slain

by her were strong men. ¥Her
house is the way to hell,
descending to the chambers of
death.

If you or someone you know is
struggling with pornography or
sexual addiction, there is help
available. The gospel of Jesus Christ
does have the answer many are
seeking.

Please contact one of the organi-
zations listed below which are
dedicated to helping believers expe-
rience victory and healing in this
area of their lives :

The National Association for
Christian Recovery at
714.529.6227 or
www.christianrecovery.com
Prodigals International at
888.869.6468 or
www.iprodigals.com

Focus on the Family at
800.232.6459 or
WWW.pureintimacy.org

© 2001 Donald Schmidt,
M.A.B.C,, is a licensed
professional counselor and
Assistant Pastor for Family Care
at Calvary Baptist Church.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


