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Mark E. Dever
CHBC
Service Planning


AM Service

1.  Need to get church card printed that kicks all this off 3 times a year to cover 4 months 

each time.

2.  Establishing which Sunday’s I’ll be here, how long and exactly when each series will 
be during that 4-month period, (e.g., factoring in my travel away, special guests 

here, perhaps holidays, etc.)

3.  Picking the Book according to the OT/NT rotation in preaching


divvying up in sections

4.  Dividing that book or section of a book over that many Sunday’s


by Outlining that book

5.  Coming up with series & sermon titles

6.  Finding what to do with the other Sundays

7.  Writing out my AM/PM Grid [Greg, can you make this also a link to the AM/PM Grid?] for the semester.

8.  Filling in the Evening Text.

9.  Filling in the Evening Preacher


(earlier meeting to decide preachers)

10.  Establishing AM themes (theological & answering anthropological)

11.  Then taking my template for the service & making a word doc with that template for 

each Sunday


*Justification for the elements in the service; evolution of template


*Idea behind prayers of praise, confession,  pastoral, thanks & concluding



NB:  on the preparation and reading of prayers


*Moment of silence at the end (after which final hymn is played)

12.  Then going through and establishing the form


A.  Establish how many & what kind of Scripture readings


B.  How many  and what location hymns


C.  Type in message title & preacher

13.  Fill in particulars in each service


A.  Scriptural Call to Worship


B.  Beginning of Service with Ten Commandments, et al.


C.  Assurance of Pardon


D.  Offertory Hymn



*style of music played during offertory


E.  Scripture readings


F.  Hymns



i.  rotate through section of 10 PH&SS



ii.  rotate through section of 100 in Baptist Hymnal



iii.  fill in with hymns & choruses from other sources,




will then be printed in bulletin


G.  Add in Lord’s Supper on first Sundays of Jan, July & September



H.  Add in Baptisms as they happen

14.  Establish service leader (who will then be in charge of asking for other readers or 

pray-ers)

15.  Give electronic copies to music person & bulletin maker (office)


& hard copy Tuesday before to office

16.  Wed 6:30pm go over coming Sunday’s services with music people, led by service 



leader


Service leader makes final decisions on hymns & those leading in Scripture & 


prayer, in consultation with pastor

17.  Music leader selects preparation music (10:30-10:45) which is printed in bulletin

18.  Bias for congregational music, rather than performed


therefore bias for mere and enhancing, rather than full and enveloping 


accompaniment

PM Service

1.  Plan evening services by applying pm template

2.  Type in message & preacher

3.  Select opening hymns songs


*always including non-hymnal songs for the coming Sunday morning

4.  Select closing hymn

5.  Add in Lord’s Supper on first Sunday’s of other 9 months.

6.  Establish PM service leader

7.  HOW WE PREPARE FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER

8.  HOW WE PREPARE FOR BAPTISMS

9.  Give electronic copies to music person & bulletin maker (office)


& hard copy Tuesday before to office

10.  Wed 6:30pm go over coming Sunday’s services with music people, led by service 



leader

Service leader makes final decisions on hymns in consultation with pastor

11.  What to share & pray for on Sunday evening
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